
 

The Ringgold Middle School community is anxiously awaiting our move to the new Middle School at 2 Ram Drive. Both buildings have 

been bustling with activity as the Middle School staff strives to piece together the moving puzzle. We are working tenaciously to 

make sure that the school is one of which the entire community can be proud. 

The new RMS is greatly enhanced functionally. Among the improvements is LED lighting, air conditioned climate control, safer    

stairwells, and a usable courtyard. Additionally, all facets of educational spaces will be refined in our new home. Our students will 

have access to: 

 New classrooms outfitted with state-of-art projection systems promoting student participation and collaboration. 

 A vast media center with great potential as an enhanced educational space. 

 Sophisticated lab-oriented science classrooms. 

 Classrooms designed to meet or exceed the needs of any currently offered elective course including the arts, STEM, computer 

technologies, etc. 

 A full-size gymnasium with enough size and seating to host large athletic events and/or tournaments. 

 A beautiful, technologically advanced auditorium that will allow our students and presenters to shine in their finest light. 

 A cafeteria space that will be more spacious and less noisy, allowing for calmer, more restful lunch  periods. 

 

School-wide ameliorations will also help us drive our course offerings in new directions. New technologies and infrastructural      

improvements will permit us to enhance our program of studies so that students can further develop real-world skills. We look    

forward to building new courses that will allow us to take advantage of our student store,  integrated video distribution system, and 

collaborative spaces.   The location of the new campus will afford both middle and high school students the opportunities to share 

resources and participate in activities that might not otherwise have been available to the students had the buildings been on sepa-

rate campuses. 

As we grow nearer to our moving date, all of the faculty and staff will have an opportunity to see the building, followed by students. 

Then, though plans are still being drawn up, we will have a community open house immediately preceded by a ribbon-cutting          

ceremony. This night will be a wonderful opportunity for everyone to see that which will usher in a new era for Ringgold Middle 

School and the entire Ringgold community. 

A MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT 

The Ringgold School District is excited to announce the opening of the new Ringgold Middle School located at 2 Ram 

Drive, Monongahela, PA.  Middle School students will begin their transition into the new building during the week of  

December 18th.  Students and teachers will be transported to the new building to familiarize themselves with their 

new surroundings before the move.  On Thursday, December 21st, the District will host an Open House that will allow 

the District’s faculty and staff, parents, and the school community the opportunity to tour the new building. Additional 

details about the Open House will be posted on Facebook and the District’s website.  This newsletter contains articles 

about the accomplishments of the District to share good news with the Ringgold Community.  Parents who have       

supplied email address for the MMS system will receive this information through email. Anyone interested in adding an 

email address to their information should contact Nikki Mathews at Central Office. 

Preparing Students Today for the Challenges of Tomorrow 



TEXAS HURRICANE RELIEF 

Mrs. Sue Toth organized a hurricane relief collection for the residents of Texas. The       

outpouring of donations collected far exceeded expectations. The students and staff at 

RESN brought in non-perishable items that were transported in a trailer by Ringgold        

resident, Mr. Paul Kennedy to the residents affected by Hurricane Harvey.   

BLESSINGS IN A BACKPACK 

Blessings in a Backpack is in its second year. This year, the    

activity has grown to include community organizations assisting 

staff to back food items for students to take home for the 

weekend. Ms. Cindy Wood has taken the lead in organizing the 

schedule, as well as placing the orders. Mrs. Mary Ellen McHugh 

and her husband pick the order up and bring it to school.    

Teachers and community members pack the items on Thursdays 

for our students to take home on Friday.  

RAM PRIDE 

In alignment with the District’s shared values, our 

students display the ‘attributes of ethical       

behavior, character development, and              

self-respect to foster responsible citizenship. 

Students receiving four RAMS Pride slips take 

part in an assembly to recognize the positive 

traits of: Respect, Accountability, Motivation, and 

Success. This year we have joined forces with the 

University of Pittsburgh’s Roc Star Student    

program. All students receiving four RAMS Pride 

slips were given a Pitt Roc Star Student card 

good for one free ticket to a University of   

Pittsburgh Football game. Pitt’s mascot, Rocco and 

members of the cheerleading and dance teams 

will honor those students at a future assembly. 

RED WORMS 

At Ringgold Elementary Schools, the   

Kindergarten students are discovering 

why Red Worms are considered a        

gardener’s best friend.  Each               

Kindergarten classroom has its own 

‘wormery’ that allows students to observe 

the worms as they convert plant material 

into rich   compost. 

 

Kindergarten teachers introduced the red 

worms to their students by explaining the 

purpose of the red worm bin, which is to 

harvest the worm casting for compost.  

These worms do not live in soil, rather in 

manure piles and compost.  The students 

feed the worms weekly using fruit and 

vegetable scraps, such as peels, rinds, and 

cores, egg shells, coffee grinds and used 

tea leaves.  They monitor the worm bins 

each week to see if the worms are eating 

the food. Then they adjust feedings    

accordingly. 

 

 

 

 

After several months of feeding, it will 

be time to harvest the compost.  We are 

hoping to use the compost later in the 

school year for flower gardens within the 

building courtyard!       



Ringgold High School Participates In University of Pittsburgh / FBI Cyber STEM Program 

 

The FBI in Pittsburgh has created a revolutionary education track for high school students concentrating on the   

subjects of STEM education: Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics. Through partnerships with the    

University of Pittsburgh and Ringgold High School, the FBI’s goal is to introduce students early to the skills and 

hands-on experience needed in modern STEM-related fields, and to educate them on the FBI’s core values and       

career opportunities.  

 

The Cyber STEM program is made robust through the FBI’s partnerships with the University of Pittsburgh (PITT) 

and Ringgold High School (RHS), as each partner has unique contributions to bring to the table.  The    University of 

Pittsburgh brings their prestigious curriculum in the form of three college level classes for the Cyber STEM          

students.  This includes College in High School (CIHS) Cyber Security & the Law, CIHS Introduction to Information 

Science, and the CIHS Computer Security course is offered the second year as a capstone for the program. An AP 

Computer Science Principles course is also offered at RHS as part of the program.  Finally, the FBI complements 

these courses with FBI career specific training and information sessions, as well as providing scholarship and         

internship opportunities. 

RHS INTERACT 

Interact is a Rotary-sponsored service club that gives young people an opportunity to participate in fun and       

meaningful service projects while developing leadership skills and meeting new friends. The Interact club at Ringgold 

High School, which is sponsored by Mr. William Callaway, is the largest service-based club within the Ringgold School   

District. The Rotary-sponsored youth service group has over 100 members. The basic principle of the Rotary        

Interact club is to help others. Their motto is “service above self”. 

Club members meet throughout the school year and are dedicated to specific community service activities.           

Individually, these students volunteer roughly 20+ hours of community service during the school year. The Ringgold 

High School Interact club actively participates in numerous projects at the high school and local levels.  

Examples of many of these service projects are: 

Holding various collections for local charitable organizations such as food banks and the Humane Society 

Ringing bells for the Salvation Army Red Kettle campaign which provides families with groceries and shelter 

Participating in holiday events such as Light Up Night and Breakfast with Santa 

Assisting the U.S Marine Corps Reserve in the Toys-For-Tots program by collecting toys and helping to           

distribute them to less fortunate children in the Ringgold and local surrounding communities 

Helping with school activities such as Freshman Orientation and Open House  

Participating in Relay For Life-over a three year period Ringgold has raised over $90,000 for the                

American  Cancer Society  

Honoring our Veterans by placing flags on Veteran’s graves and helping with Veteran’s banners 



The district elementary lead staff are attending training sessions throughout the school year regarding a professional 

development program that responds to the need for high-quality literacy educators at all levels..  LETRS provides the 

deep foundational knowledge necessary to understand how students learn to read, write, and spell, and why some of 

them struggle.  The training is provided by Wendy Tiano, IU1. 

The district is collaborating with the Mon Valley Chamber of Commerce to form a job shadowing program between local 

businesses and industries for opportunities for high school students.  The collaboration allows the district to expand 

the Chapter 339 Plan, which is a state mandated program aimed at preparing students for College and Career. 

By participating in Reach 4Schools and 3RQ (Three Rivers Quest) with Lisa Barreiro, the eighth grade science students 

and AP Environmental Science students will be monitoring water quality within the 3RQ Regions: Mingo Creek water-

shed.  Middle and high schools that participate in the project become involved by collecting data, either continuously by 

deploying data loggers, and/or discretely by obtaining physical samples for chemical analysis. They also learn about wa-

ter quality, water chemistry, biology, aquatic biology, scientific protocols and more. The data the schools collect are 

managed and shared with other participating schools through the 3RQ Data Management Tool (DMT) at no cost to the 

schools. By sharing data, students learn about scientific collaboration, in addition to helping provide a more complete 

picture of the overall health of the three rivers.  These data will be used by the West Virginia University   Research 

Partners under the 3 Rivers QUEST program, and shared with other schools participating in the program, to analyze 

the overall health of the rivers.  Through this program, Ringgold Students are obtaining data that will assist in helping 

our environment! 

The purpose of the Innovation Grant received by IU1, is to involve elementary students in actively engaging in real-

world engineering problem solving. The elementary STEM educator is using the Elementary is Engineering kits to     

evaluate landscapes, design solar ovens and water filters, and the design of plant packages. 

Curriculum News 

The English Language Arts (ELA) teachers in grades 6-8 are participating in the Literacy Design Collaborative (LDC) 

with the LDC Literacy Coach, Wendy Tiano (IU1).  The LDC is a hybrid approach to professional development and      

curriculum alignment that offers educators an actionable plan for improving students’ ability to read and write complex 

text with intention and deliberate purpose in every subject.  The focus of the professional development is the          

instructional strategies for teaching and the academic tools for students in completing analytic essays and text-

dependent analysis. 

The Math teachers in grades K-12 will be meeting with Kevin Mauro, PDE Mathematics Curriculum Advisor, in January to 

discuss and gain knowledge regarding Mathematic requirements for state assessments, instructional strategies towards 

the mathematical practices, and item-writing for open-ended questioning. 



TROUT IN THE CLASSROOM (TIC) 

Pennsylvania Trout In the Classroom (TIC) is an interdisciplinary program in which students in grade 4 will 

learn about cold water conservation while raising brook trout from eggs to fingerlings in a classroom 

aquarium.  Both RESS and RESN have received over three hundred eggs that will hatch (hopefully) within 

the next week in our 55 gallon cold-water aquarium.  TIC has many real-world applications for our        

students to study such as environmental and ecology, science and mathematics to name a few.  Students 

will monitor and record water conditions, temperature, feeding and growth of the trout.  An end of the 

year field trip will be scheduled in order that students will release the trout in a state approved water 

way. 

 

Pennsylvania’s statewide TIC program is made possible through a partnership between the Pennsylvania 

Council of Trout Unlimited (PATU) and the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission (PFBC).  This          

partnership provides curriculum resources, workshops for teachers and program partners, technical    

support, brook trout eggs, food and grants. 

Further information on our program can be found at PA Trout In the Classroom and National Trout      

Unlimited’s TIC websites. 

Ringgold Special Education Updates 

 In order to increase the continuum of educational programs and services, the Ringgold School District is pleased to announce 

the addition of a “new” Autistic Support Middle School Level Classroom for the 2017-18 School Year.  

Possible characteristics of students with Autism will vary in intelligence quotients, cognitive abilities, behaviors, and special 

talents much the same as the general population.   Some Autistic students may have difficulty with social interactions, communication 

skills, and behaviors which may include sensitivity to textures, lights and noises.   The “new” Autistic Support Middle School Level 

Classroom as well as the two elementary level Autistic Support Classrooms will address the exceptional needs of the Autistic Learner. 

New training methodologies for the Ringgold Autistic Support Teachers began during the 2016-17 School Year with a 3-day 

Applied Behavior Analysis Boot Camp at PaTTAN in Harmarville.   The 2017-18 School Year Autistic Training will include monthly     

consults and visitation from IU#1 TaC  (Training and Consultation) Team as provided by the Pa Department of Education.  Autistic      

Support Teachers will use Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) principles to: 

 Provide effective individual/group instruction 

 Manage classroom behavior 

 Reduce individual behavior problems and teach replacement behaviors. 

 Teach basic communication and language skills. 
 

Teachers will also receive training in the Analysis of Verbal Behavior which is used to determine the function of language based 

upon the student’s use of vocalizations, signs, or other augmentative systems.   The use of this type of analysis is     helpful in        

determining under what conditions a child is likely to use certain words and can also guide the development of individual programs to 

help children learn to use language effectively. (Resources – Bureau of Special Education Pennsylvania and Technical Assistance      

Network).   



Ringgold High School and NMSI’s College Readiness Program 

Research shows that exposure to rigorous classes in high school is a key indicator of post-secondary success.  In     

addition to preparing students for the rigors of college, challenging coursework like Advanced Placement enables     

students to dig deeper into subjects that interest them and build analytical and problem solving skills that build      

confidence and are essential for success in any career path. 

NMSI’s College Readiness Program is ensuring that more students have access to the challenging classes that will   

prepare them for future success. Through a combination of student, teacher,  and school supports, the three-year 

program dramatically increases the number of students taking and earning qualifying scores on Advanced Placement 

math, science and English exams and has a proven track record of improving results for traditionally underserved and 

female students. In addition, AP students who score a 3 or higher on AP exams are more likely to earn a college degree 

on time and may receive college credit, which can save students and families both time and money.  (National Math and 

Science Initiative) 

During the 2015-2016 school year,  prior to our involvement with NMSI, Ringgold High School did not require students 

to take the AP exam and had only 9 qualifying scores.  During our initial year as part of the NMSI College Readiness 

Program (2016-2017), AP students were required to take math, science and English AP exams.  Ringgold High School 

produced 105 qualifying scores. That is over a 1000% increase.  Therefore, in comparison of schools across the nation 

who had similar baseline data of qualifying scores, Ringgold finished number one nationally, as verified through NMSI.  

NMSI was unable to identify of another school with a baseline similar to ours that broke 100 qualifying scores during 

their initial year with NMSI. 

 Ringgold had the greatest percentage increase of qualifying scores in math, science and English for the over 7000 

schools nationally with a baseline of 20. 

 Ringgold had the greatest percentage increase of qualifying scores in math and science for the over 8000 schools 

nationally with a baseline of at least 5. 

On September 15, 2017 Ringgold High School held an academic pep assembly to honor and celebrate our students’ AP 

achievements as part of the National Math and Science Initiative.  During the assembly,  students with qualifying 

scores of 3 or higher received over $10,000 of NMSI incentive rewards.  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

With a focus toward our second year of involvement with NMSI, RHS has increased AP course offerings and enroll-

ment.  We look forward to the students of Ringgold High School having access to consistent, high quality educational 

opportunities.   



There are several changes at Ringgold Middle School this school year.  RMS    

acquired a new Assistant Principal, Mrs. Kelli Dellarose, and she is excited to be 

back at her alma mater.  Mrs. Dellarose graduated from Ringgold High School in 

2002, and she has been teaching chemistry at Brownsville Area High School for 

the past ten years. 

Mrs. Dellarose was the administrator of the Alternative Education Program and the coordinator of the Bullying        

Program.  She also served as the sponsor of the Sophomore and Senior Classes, and the Student Council.  During her 

teaching tenure, she was very active in the Brownsville community.  Mrs. Dellarose collaborated with a small group of 

students to revitalize the town square in Brownsville, and she was recognized as the Top Advisor in the United States 

through the Jefferson Awards for Public Service in 2016.   

NATIONAL JUNIOR HONOR SOCIETY AT RINGGOLD MIDDLE SCHOOL 

On September 27, 2017 at 6pm we held our inaugural induction of the first National Junior Honor 

Society class at RMS. It was an incredible opportunity to celebrate the successes of these young 

people. The entire RMS community hopes they can continue to grow and inspire those around them to 

grow through their dedication to the high standards set forth by the National Junior Honor Society. 

At the ceremony, several faculty and staff members had the honor to speak in front of the students 

and families who put scholarship, service, leadership, character, and citizenship at the forefront of 

their educational experience. 

 

A great deal of thanks is due to Mrs. Ashley Mutschler, Faculty NJHS Adviser, for all of her       

incredible work leading up to this event. She volunteered her time, as did all of the Faculty Council 

members, and made this occasion one of which the entire Ringgold Middle School community       

could be very proud. 


